
 

 

 

 

 

 

Assistive technology are tools that will make any student’s learning more effective and efficient. There are millions 

of tools out there. To decide what you need and which to use starts with answering two questions. 

• What roadblocks do you have? 

• What are the tools that can open the way? 

Assistive technology also enables students to access learning opportunities and perform tasks that might be 

challenging if they have a learning disability or a learning barrier.  

It’s important to know what is available, how these tools can help you and where/how you can access them. The 

process to follow is: 

• find the tool,  

• learn the tool,  

• try it, 

• reflect if it is working for you,  

• and decide to continue or to find a better tool. 

You need to decide if it works for you rather than blindly accept what it does and how it does it. And you need to 

give it a good trial before deciding if it is working. 

Technology that might assist 

• Text to speech – converts the typed words to speech 

• Organisational tools – a tool to organise your thoughts and convert to either visual or text-based documents 

• Screen reading software 

• Voice recognition software – allows you to write your spoken words 

• Magnifying technology – enlarge screen texts or images 

Firstly, the best place to start is the accessibility settings of the software. Another place to consider is the browser 

accessibility extensions. 

Google  Accessibility Extensions LINK 

Microsoft Accessibility Extensions LINK 

Firefox Accessibility Extensions LINK 

 

There are many tools or apps that you might know and use. If they work for you, keep using them. Here is a list of 

free tools that you might consider adding to your learning technology toolkit. 

 

  

https://chrome.google.com/webstore/category/ext/22-accessibility
https://microsoftedge.microsoft.com/addons/category/Accessibility
https://accessfirefox.org/Firefox_Accessibility_Extensions.php


 

Speech to text Voice typing in Google LINK 
Voice typing in Microsoft LINK  

Text to Speech Microsoft LINK 
Read&write Chrome extension LINK 

Screen reading software Microsoft 365 app LINK 
Google ext Screen Reader LINK 

Organisational tools – 
mindmaps 

Coggle LINK 
MindMap Chrome extension LINK 
Wakelet LINK 
Microsoft To Do LINK 

Group Work Padlet LINK 
Coggle LINK 
Microsoft Planner LINK 

Note taking AudioNote 2 Mac App LINK 
Sticky Notes  Chrome extension LINK 
Noteledge LINK 

Web bookmarking Trello LINK 
Pocket LINK 
Google Keep Chrome extension LINK 

 

Let’s turn this        into this 
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Now let’s look in detail at some really cool free tools. 

 

https://support.google.com/docs/answer/4492226?hl=en
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/windows/use-voice-typing-to-talk-instead-of-type-on-your-pc-fec94565-c4bd-329d-e59a-af033fa5689f
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/use-the-speak-text-to-speech-feature-to-read-text-aloud-459e7704-a76d-4fe2-ab48-189d6b83333c
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/readwrite-for-google-chro/inoeonmfapjbbkmdafoankkfajkcphgd
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/use-a-screen-reader-with-microsoft-365-apps-4aba5a56-f80c-4a6b-a584-d0f415471617
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/screen-reader/kgejglhpjiefppelpmljglcjbhoiplfn
https://coggle.it/
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/mindmup-20-free-mind-map/mkgkheknpfngchmoaognoilfanomldfl
https://wakelet.com/
https://todo.microsoft.com/tasks/
https://padlet.com/
https://coggle.it/
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/planner
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/audionote-2-voice-recorder/id1118127184
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/sticky-notes/nbjdhgkkhefpifbifjiflpaajchdkhpg?hl=en
https://www.kdanmobile.com/en/noteledge
https://trello.com/home
https://getpocket.com/en/
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/google-keep-chrome-extens/lpcaedmchfhocbbapmcbpinfpgnhiddi?hl=en


 Use Hint Issues 
How to access  

and use 
Ideal for 

Microsoft  
Dictation 

 

Great for note-taking when you are doing your reading Turn on Autopunctuation 
in the settings. 

May have errors with 
different accents, 
background noises and 
complex words. You will 
need to proofread your 
work. 

LINK 

 

Helperbird   
Website: LINK 

 

Mainly for dyslexic students. Helps with reading, writing and 
accessibility on the web 

Try the free version. You 
won’t need the paid 
version. 

There are lots of tools 
within the app/extension. 
Take it slowly to learn 
them all. 

LINK 
 

 

Goblin Tools  
Website LINK 

 

One tool in this group of tools is the Compiler, Estimator and 
Magic ToDo. You literally brain-dump your project into the 
Compiler and it will break it down into a checklist of tasks. 
Export it to the Magic ToDo and adjust the tasks, estimate 
the time and download it. 

Use the chilli scale to 
adjust how much 
breaking down you need. 
Play with the other tools 
as well. 

It’s a resource to support 
you but you know 
yourself better than it 
knows you. Adjust things 
so they fit your way of 
working. 

LINK 

 

 

Microsoft 
Immersive 
Reader 

 

Not only does this read the text for you but there are many 
more features to support your reading. One feature is to 
change the background and font colour or use a colour 
overlay on the words. Another great feature is the 
translation tool, which translates words or sections. It also 
remembers which words you look up and builds a vocab list 
for you. 

Use the browser version 
rather than the app if you 
want to use the 
translation tool. Play 
around with all the 
settings to see how 
immersed you can get. 

Works only for Word 
documents, so convert 
those PDFs, or use the 
PDF Read Aloud feature. 
It can be an extension of 
the Microsoft Edge web 
browser. 

LINK  
Edge web 
browser ext LINK 
  

Halfbold 
Website: LINK 

A tool to help people with ADHD improve their reading focus 
and comprehension. Turns words in the text into half bold 
type and half not bold.  
A tool to help people with ADHD improve their reading 
focus and comprehension. Turns in words the text into half 
bold type and half not bold. 

Add it as an extension to 
your Chrome browser. 

I don’t see any. See it in use LINK 

 

Gingko 
Website: LINK 

 

A writing tool that puts your ideas, paragraphs, and outlines 
onto cards. You build a card and then the next card, and 
then the next card. Before you know it, you have a fullpage 
document ready. No more staring at a blank screen 
wondering where to start. 

Sign up for the free 
version – you will get 100 
pages and 10 documents. 
Plenty for any 
assessment! 

It will take a while to 
learn to use it fully. Stick 
with it. 

See it in use. LINK 
 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TCwRq3n0vRg
https://www.helperbird.com/
https://www.youtube.com/@Helperbird
https://goblin.tools/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RXK0L_-J8Rk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bvUgo3VvLMs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qZA2kD95ldk
https://halfbold.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nb-aOELLoF0
https://gingkoapp.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dxCJHHWyNzY

